
Hoad Curriculum Overview for Autumn 1 2020 ‘ Stories from Around the World’ 
 
English 
 
For the first half term we will be investigating traditional tales from both the United Kingdom, 
and around the world; focussing especially upon Australian stories before moving on to study 
poetry by Julia Donaldson. 
 
 
Spellings are given out weekly; usually on a Monday, for children to learn ready for the Friday 
Spelling Challenge. We encourage children to continue to use the Look, Cover , Say,Write 
Check method with which they are already familiar. Please support them with learning  their 
weekly spellings. Spelling sheets do not come back into school once they are given out. 
Spellings will be  a combination of words we are learning through our spelling programme 
during SPAG  (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) sessions, and words from the National 
Curriculum document that Year 2 children  need to be able to spell by the end of Year 2. 
Confidence in  both using different strategies to ‘have a  go’ at spelling, and having  a repertoire 
of words they can confidently spell independently  greatly improves children’s general standard 
of writing. 
 
Reading folders will be returned to school on a Monday .Books and folders will  be quarantined 
in school then staff will change reading books and children will get their new book back on a 
Wednesday. We will be giving out 2 books per change to last the week ( and the 
weekend).Reading folders should not come in to school on any other days. 
 
 
 
Maths 
 
We start this term by looking at numbers and place value, working with two and three digit 
numbers and comparing their values. Children will reinforce learning to count in 10s, 5s and 2s 
and begin to learn their tables for these operations. We will also revisit addition and subtraction 
strategies, both practical and mental. 
Your child will be bringing home their log in details for Times Tables Rock Stars, an online 
programme we use to support children throughout the school in learning their times tables. 
Staff change the tables children can access in line with progress in class. 
 
Science 
Our focus in science this half term is Our Senses. We will be devising investigations to help us 
learn more about each of the five senses, as well as tracking the weather and signs of Autumn. 
 
Geography 
Linked to our literacy topic, we will be learning about Australia and its geographical features 
and weather, and comparing it with our own area. We will study maps and atlases and further 
develop our geographical vocabulary. We will send out more details about this curriculum area 
in the weeks to come. 
 
Computing 
Children will begin to learn how to move simple characters around a computer screen using 
coding and learn how to debug their own simple codes. 



 
 
Music 
We are learning about body percussion using ‘Hands, Feet and Heart’ by Joanna Mangona, a 
song celebrating South African music. 
 
PE 
Due to restrictions, whenever possible, all PE will be outside. 
In Gym children will  learn simple routines, including  skills and exercises on both the floor and 
the bench. We will focus on making different body shapes in a unit called ‘Ball, Tall and Wall’ 
Please ensure children have a full PE kit by Monday 7th September. 
Hoad PE days are Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Earrings should be removed on PE days either by children themselves, or by parents and 
carers at home. 
 
 
RE 
 Our RE theme for this first half term is about belonging. We will explore what it means to 
belong to different clubs and groups and then focus on why Christians might go to Church, and 
what makes a Church a special place for Christians. 
 
 
PSHE / Rights Respecting Schools 
 We will start the term by looking at a unit called Families and Friendships. Children will explore 
how to make and maintain friendships; what makes a good friend and develop strategies for 
how to cope when friendships change. 
 
In our Rights Respecting schools we will revisit basic children’s rights including families and the 
right to feel safe. 
 
Hoad’s Christian Value for this year is going to be Compassion. We have an area of reflection 
in the classroom, based around this value that we will add to throughout the year. 
 
Housekeeping 
Milk 
If your child wants to have milk, parents and carers need to register on the Cool Milk website. 
 
Coats 
Please can parents and carers ensure children always have a showerproof or waterproof coat 
in school, even on days that may start sunny. Children go outside to play at least three times 
per day, and our stock of spare coats is limited. 
 
Water Bottles 
Children are no longer able to use the water fountains in school. All children need a labelled 
water bottle that will be left in school. Staff will wash and sanitise  water bottles for the children 
each day, and they will be easily accessible throughout the day. 
 
In order to keep to the Government guidelines it is important that children do not bring anything 
else to school apart from their coats, lunches and their reading folders on a Monday. We do not 
have any facilities to store children’s belongings safely. 



 
 
 


